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EPISTLE READING
1Cor. 1:10-17

Brethren, I appeal to you by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you agree and that there be no
dissensions among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and the same
judgment. For it has been reported
to me by Chloe’s people that there is
quarreling among you, my brethren.
What I mean is that each one of you
says, «I belong to Paul,» or «I belong
to Apollos,» or «I belong to Cephas,» or
«I belong to Christ.» Is Christ divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? I thank
God that I baptized none of you except
Crispos and Gaius; lest any one should
say that you were baptized in my name.
(1 did baptize also the household of
Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know
whether I baptized any one else.) For
Christ did not send me to baptize but
to preach the gospel, and not with
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of
Christ be emptied of its power.

The Protomartyr Stephen had so much truth in him, the light of God, that he did not lose heart.
He remained faithful to the Lord and gladly accepted that the enemies become enraged at him,
shout at him, drag him along violently, start to stone him, and he says: "Lord, lay not this sin

to their charge" (Acts 7: 60).
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GOSPEL READING

Matt. 14: 14-22

At that time, Jesus saw a great

throng; and he had compassion
on them, and healed their sick.
When it was evening, the disciples
came to him and said, «This is a
lonely place, and the day is now
over; send the crowds away to go
into the villages and buy food for
themselves.» Jesus said, «They
need not go away; you give them
something to eat.» They said to
him, «We have only five loaves here
and two fish.» And he said, «Bring
them here to me.» Then he ordered
the crowds to sit down on the grass;
and taking the five loaves and the
two fish he looked up to heaven,
and blessed, and broke and gave
the loaves to the crowds. And they
all ate and were satisfied. And they
took up twelve baskets full of the
broken pieces left over. And those
who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.
Then he made the disciples get into
the boat and go before him to the
other side, while he dismissed the
crowds.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING
What a tragedy when we are proud of our Orthodox Christian Faith, but do not
actually live it. What a tragedy when our conduct actually undermines the life-
transforming message of the Cross, so desperately needed now, as ever, by our aching
and confused world. What a tragedy when individual egos obscure our sight of the One
Who is the Truth, our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Such was the case here in Corinth. The Christian community had fallen into this
trap in various ways. Other bad things were going on, but, in today’s Epistle reading,
what is highlighted is their getting fixated on who had baptised them, setting up a
league table of the apostolic leaders, promoting personalities, dividing into factions,
and in so doing damaging the life and witness of the church. How easily we get drawn
into focussing on things in the life of the church which matter little, and thereby end
up undermining the things which matter a lot. The Holy Apostle pleads with them to be
united, ‘perfectly joined together’, in their speaking, their mind, and their judgement.
This is how the church should be. This is what happens when we are deeply rooted in
the life of Christ. This is what happens when we are kneeling together in humility at
the foot of the Cross. This is the blessed experience of authentic Christian community
life (cf. Psal. 132).

Sadly, it seems that the Corinthian Christians had lost sight of the transforming
power of the Cross. Although the community, comprising both Jews and Greeks (Acts
18.1-11), had come into being through its life giving message, they still lived in a world
of beguiling philosophies, adept speakers, and rhetorical devices. Such were now
apparently grabbing their attention again. But St Paul reminds them very specifically
that the Gospel of Christ cannot be preached ‘with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ
should be made of no effect’ (v.17).

Think about it. This was how the Gospel conquered the Ancient World, all by the
innate power of the Cross. Uneducated men had outshone the whole world. St John
Chrysostom in his third Homily on First Corinthians, likens it to twelve non-military
men beating a professional army. Nakedness against men at arms. What about the
modern world? There is still the temptation to be dazzled by the wisdom of words.
There is still the temptation to latch onto personalities and get into contentions. There
is still the temptation to lose sight of the power of the Cross. There is only one thing to
do. Let the power of the Cross have its full effect in our lives, and astound those around
us by our way of life, rather than by our words.

This is what St John Chrysosotom calls, ‘the unanswerable argument, the argument
from conduct’. He is also very clear that when our lives do not demonstrate what we say
we believe as Christians, ‘this is what stays the unbelievers from becoming Christians’. The
Corinthian Christians, wrapped up in their own agendas, were clearly not thinking
about the effect of their behaviour on the non-Christian people around them. If we
have fallen into this same trap, may God forgive us, and enable us again to know the
life-transforming power of the Cross in our own hearts and lives.

Oeconomos John Garnett

Archdiocese of Thyateira & Great Britain, 5 Craven Hill, London W2 3EN
Tel.: 020 7723 4787. Fax: 020 7224 9301. E-mail: mail@thyateira.org.uk . Website: www.thyateira.org.uk

Printed by Athina Press




