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EPISTLE READING
Rom. 10: 1-10

Brethren, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for Israel is that
they may be saved. I bear them witness
that they have a zeal for God, but it is
not enlightened. For, being ignorant
of the righteousness that comes from
God, and seeking to establish their
own, they did not submit to God’s
righteousness. For Christ is the end of
the law, that every one who has faith
may be justified. Moses writes that the
man who practices the righteousness
which is based on the law shall live
by it. But the righteousness based on
faith says, Do not say in your heart,
«Who will ascend into heaven?» (that
is, to bring Christ down) or «Who will
descend into the abyss?» (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does it say? The word is near
you, on your lips and in your heart
(that is, the word of faith which we
preach); because, if you confess with
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. For
man believes with his heart and so is
justified, and he confesses with his
lips and so is saved.
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GOSPEL READING

Matt. 8:28-34;9: 1

t that time, when Jesus came to

the country of the Gergesenes,
two demoniacs met him, coming out
of the tombs, so fierce that no one
would pass that way. And behold, they
cried out, «What have you to do with
us, O Son of God? Have you come here
to torment us before the time?» Now
a herd of many swine was feeding at
some distance from them. And the
demons begged him, «If you cast us
out, send us away into the herd of
swine.» And he said to them, «Go.»
So they came out and went into the
swine; and behold, the whole herd
rushed down the steep bank into the
sea, and perished in the waters. The
herdsmen fled, and going into the
city they told everything, and what
had happened to the demoniacs.
And behold, all the city came out
to meet Jesus; and when they saw
him, they begged him to leave their
neighborhood. And getting into a
boat he crossed over and came to his
own city.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God.”

ot only the opening verse of today’s first reading, from the Holy Apostle’s Letter

to the Romans (10:1-10), contains the word heart but four other verses too. his
short reading speaks briefly about the Law, that of the Old Covenant and its relevance
for those who have found its true meaning and fulfilment in Christ who proclaimed
his coming not to abolish the Law and the Prophets but to fulfil them (Matt. 5:17).



When the question of law is raised it will almost certainly at some time or another
involve the issue of letter and spirit. Conflicts between the spirit, that is the essential
purpose and meaning of the law, and the letter, its formal and rigid implementation,
are not always easily resolved and it may be necessary for oikonomia (dispensation)
and philanthropia (loving kindness) to be shown. Might we think of the spirit as those
things belonging to the heart and those of the letter to the head and so sometimes
the heart should be allowed to rule the head? In truth it would be best when both
are in full accord.

Frequently in the Holy Gospels we read of such conflicts and whilst upholding the
law, the resolution of a problem involved seemingly disobeying the law, an example
is when Christ’s actions including healing on the Jewish Sabbath incurred severe
criticism from the chief upholders of the Law. After being questioned for allowing his
disciples to pick grains of wheat when passing through a field on the Sabbath Jesus
responded by saying “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath” and
he reminded the Pharisees of notable examples from the Old Testament times (Mar.
2:23-28) after which declaring: “The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”

There will be times when we do not achieve our personal heart’s desire and begin
to look here and there to discover why, find alternatives and perhaps to blame others
or even God for this disappointment until by both heart and mind we recoginise the
path to which we are truly called even if it turns out to be something quite different
from that we first imagined. “Where your treasure is, there will your hearts be also.” (Matt.
6:21). Jesus said those words to make it clear that earthly treasures must not be our
ultimate goal in life for they do not last and are subject to decay but the things of
heaven - the treasure to which our hearts belong - is worthy of our desire and is
eternal.

In his sermon - The Divine Liturgy: the Window of Heaven - Archimandrite Aimilianos,
formerly abbot of the monastery of Great Meteoron and the Monastery of Simonopetra
in Mount Athos, wrote the following: “We find ourselves in church. As we've said, it is
the most suitable place from which to look at heaven. But where is the window? How
do we open it? The answer is simple. The window is the Divine Liturgy which we are
celebrating. We aim to turn our eyes toward spiritual things. Let us therefore turn
our soul to the Holy Spirit, and let us ask him to shine his light on the darkness of our
thoughts. When he does, we will be able to feel, to believe, to understand, and make
our own, everything which is said and done during the Divine Liturgy.”

In this we lift up our hearts and can have no greater hearts desire, especially when
we have for a while been dreprived of so great a blessing, gathering in penitence and

thanksgiving. Glory to God!
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