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Matthias apostle, 10 Martyrs for the Icon of Christ
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EPISTLE READING
1Cor. 3:9-17

Brethren, we are God'’s fellow workers;
you are God’s field, God’s building.
According to the grace of God given to
me, like a skilled master builder I laid a
foundation, and another man is building
upon it. Let each man take care how he
builds upon it. For no other foundation
can any one lay than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one
builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw - each
man’s work will become manifest; for
the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test
what sort of work each one has done.
If the work which any man has built on
the foundation survives, he will receive a
reward. If any man’s work is burned up,
he will suffer loss, though he himself will
be saved, but only as through fire. Do you
not know that you are God’s temple and
that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If any one
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy
him. For God’s temple is holy, and that
temple you are.

God doesn’t take us out of the middle of things to put someone else in our place. He will save us,
ourselves. After He cleanses us from sin, in us will remain the greatness that derives from the
divine roots that every man has in him by having been created in the image and likeness of God.
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GOSPEL READING

Matt. 14: 22-34

t that time, Jesus made the

disciples get into the boat and
go before him to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. And
after he had dismissed the crowds,
he went up into the hills by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, but the boat by this time
was many furlongs distant from the
land, beaten by the waves; for the
wind was against them. And in the
fourth watch of the night he came to
them, walking on the sea. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the
sea, they were terrified, saying, «It is
a ghost!» And they cried out for fear.
But immediately he spoke to them,
saying «Take heart, it is I; have no
fear». And Peter answered him, «Lord,
if it is you, bid me come to you on the
water». He said, «Come». So Peter
got out of the boat and walked on the
water and came to Jesus; but when
he saw the wind, he was afraid, and
beginning to sink he cried out, «Lord,
save me». Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying
to him, «O man of little faith, why did
you doubt?» And when they entered
the boat, the wind ceased. And those
in the boat worshiped him, saying,
«Truly you are the Son of God». And
when they had crossed over, they
came to land at Gennesaret.
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SERMON ON THE GOSPEL READING

In today’s Epistle reading, St Paul reminds us of the tremendous gift and privilege

that has been given to us as baptised members of Christ’s Holy Church. The Spirit
of God now dwells within us, and Christ has become the foundation on which we
build our lives, a foundation that cannot be shaken or taken away. However, while
we should rejoice in that fact, we must not become complacent. Although the
foundation is there, and we have been given all we need to build upon it, what we
choose to build remains up to us. The foundation might be unshakable, but what
good is that to us if we build upon it a house of cards that will come tumbling down
at the slightest gust of wind? And it is not just a question of effort, but of whether
that effort is well spent (building a house of cards is difficult and time consuming
precisely because of how unstable it is!). As the Psalmist says, “Except the Lord build
the house, they labour in vain that build it” (Psal. 127:1). In order for the house to stand,
we have to be God’s co-labourers (Theou synergoi), and the story told in today’s
Gospel reading is a perfect illustration of precisely this notion of synergy with God.

Christ, the eternal Word of God made flesh, is seen walking on the water. St
Peter calls out to him and says, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water”, Peter steps out of the boat onto the sea, and begins to walk. At that moment,
his foundation was not the water under his feet, which could not have supported
him, but rather his faith in Christ. When we are joined to Christ we become, as
the same Apostle says in his second epistle, “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter
1:4), and this is what allowed Peter at that moment to do what the Lord had done
and walk on the water. We saw this also last Thursday when we celebrated the
Transfiguration of the Lord, and Peter and the other two Apostles saw Jesus on
Mount Tabor shining with the uncreated light. The Fathers tell us that it was not
Christ who was transfigured at that moment, but rather the eyes of the Apostles
which were opened to see Jesus as he truly is; they were granted some form of
participation in his divine energies.

However, although this possibility of participation is a gift freely given, it
requires this same cooperation, the synergy that Paul mentions. The Lord did not
withdraw from Peter, he did not take back the gift given to him. Rather it was Peter
who took his eyes off the Lord, saw the storm, became afraid and lost faith. He
stepped off the Rock, which is Christ, and back into the sea and thus immediately
began to sink.

The foundation has been laid, the tools are at our disposal, but as for what we
build and whether we make use of those tools, the choice is ours. As we work to
build our lives, do we keep our gaze fixed on Christ and with him build things
that will last into eternity, or do we turn aside to focus on the storm and build
something that will only last as long as the temporary concerns and troubles of
this life? More importantly, when we do go wrong, do we cry “Lord, help me”, as did
Peter, or do we choose to drown in our self-reliance?
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